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| NTRODUCTI ON

Deity Defined

Jesus asked His disciples the question "Wiom do nen say that |
the Son of man anP" Matt. 16.13. Today the sane question is asked
of men by the Holy Spirit of God. Men may differ in their opinion as
to the deity of Christ and have an unwillingness to allow the Holy
Spirit to reveal Christ's deity to them but that will not change the
fact that Christ is the Son of God and as such is fully God. The
nost inportant question which Jesus asked was not "Wiom do nen say
that I the Son of man anfP" but it was the question asked directly of
Peter "But whom say ye that | an®" Jesus is asking that sane
guestion today of everyone. You will need to answer as Peter did
"Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Some of the
evidence which declares the deity of Christ is ascribed to H m by
nerely defining Hs deity. Oher evidence which asserts H s deity is
the attributes which are applied to Hm However, the greatest
affirmation of Hs deity is found in the prerogatives possessed by
H m

Nanes

Christ's deity is honored by many of the nanmes which have been
ascribed to Hm He is the Son of God, Lord, King of Kings and Lord
of Lords. Many ot her nanes have been given H m but they will not
over shadow t he nanme CGod.

God. It may seemto be a nystery to our mnds that Jesus could
be God. The nystery is revealed in Heb 1.2 that Jesus is God and has
been since the beginning as God knows tine. Hebrews 1.2 decl ares
"Hath in these last days spoken unto us by H's Son, whom he hath
appoi nted heir of all things, by whomalso he nmade the worlds;"

Son of God. There are many great occurrences which are shared
with us through God's word. One of these may very well be the
revelation that God is a triune Cod. That He has three distinct
personalities. Even nore revealing is that He decreed that He woul d
give a part of Hinself for a sinless world that they mght have
eternal life. The Bible says that Jesus was in the form of God and
took upon Hinself the form or |ikeness of nmen. The manner in which
Christ became man is equally inconprehensible. He was born to a
virgin while heavenly host made Hi s birth announcenent. Phi | i ppi ans
2.6-7 reads,

Who, being in the formof God, thought it not robbery to be equa
with God: But made hinself of no reputation, and took upon himthe
formof a servant, and was nmade in the |ikeness of nen.



God becane man, and the heavenly declaration was "For unto you is
born...a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And...ye shall find...the
babe...lying in a manger." Luke 2.11-12.

Lord. Thomas gives us insight into Jesus as Lord when he refers
to Hmas "My Lord and ny God." John 20. 28. What makes this so
enphatic is that it went unrebuked by Christ and therefore added to
our know edge of His deity. 1In Hebrews 1.8-10 it is witten,

But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever...therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee...and Thou,
Lord in the beginning hast |laid the foundation of the earth; and the
heavens are the works of thine hands.

Thomas was clearly on target when he conbined God and Lord as nanmes
for Jesus. It is right that we call H m God and Lord.

King of Kings. Kingship is ascribed to Christ by Strong as he
descri bes Christ sovereignty. He states that,

By virtue of this kingly office, Christ rules all things in heaven
and earth, for the glory of God and the execution of God's purpose of
sal vati on.

Jesus is returning with H's church triunphant and in Rev 19.16 it
states "And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name witten
King of Kings and Lord of Lords."

Lord of Llords. Lord of Lords probably does not conpletely
describe Christ quite as well as He is described in Daniel 2.47
"...O atruth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of

kings". To try to depict a Lord of Lords becones easy when viewed in
the light of God's grace. God having sent Jesus to die for the sins
of mankind, sent the Lanb to be slain, and will send H m again as

Lord of Lords.

These shall make war with the Lanb, and the Lanb shall overcone
them for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are
with him[are] called, and chosen, and faithful. Rev 17.14.

| rage.

Christ deity is recognized by H's inmage. This inmage is
described as the inage of the living God in Col 1.15. "Who is the
i mage of the invisible God, the first born of every creature:". The

first born of every creature certainly gives Hmdeity in that He was
born from an invisible source. Hebrews 1.3 describes Hm as the
express image of God and as having power even to the taking of a seat
at "the right hand of the WMjesty on high". The scripture that

1 Augustus H. Strong, Systematic Theology, (New Jersey: Revell, 1970)




describes Christ deity in its fullest seens to be Col. 2.9. "For in
himdwel leth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." This scripture
ascri bes to Jesus the conpl eteness of the formof Cod.

Resurrection

Death surrounds us, inpinging on every side. If Jesus is not
the Christ and if He does not possess deity then we are as Paul said
"men nost miserable.” 1 Cor 15.19. Christ deity is proven by His

resurrection. Romans 1.4 states that Jesus Christ is the Son of GCod.
"And declared to be the Son of God wth power, according to the
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection fromthe dead:". The book of
Acts aptly describes the process by which Christ was crucified and
resurrected by God. These two verses in Acts 2.23-24 are extrenely
definitive.

H m being delivered by the determ nate counsel and foreknow edge
of God, ye have taken, and by w cked hands have crucified and sl ain:
Whom God hath rai sed up, having | oosed the pains of death: because
it was not possible that he should be holden of it.

Nunerous other scriptures point to Christ deity based on His
resurrection, however those cited should be sufficient for a
deci si on.

Reconci li ng

When one recognizes Christ deity, one can then recognize the
necessity for being reconciled unto God as expressed in 2 Cor 5. 20.
This reconciliation with an almghty God is not possible unless sone
provision is made for that reconciliation. Christ deity is again
expressed in that 2 Cor 5.19 states,

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
hinsel f, not inputing their trespasses unto them and hath conmm tted
unto us the word of reconciliation.

ATTRI BUTES

Omi sci ence
The scriptures indicate that Christ had not been trained as

ot hers had been trained. The Jews asked the question "How knoweth
this man letters, having never |earned?" John 7.15. Christ replied
"My doctrine is not mne, but his that sent ne." John 7. 16.
Omi science is defined as knowing all things. This can be said of

Christ as we read in the scripture all of the many occurrences where
it was evident that Christ had foreknow edge or future know edge and
could only possess this ability by being deity. 1In John 10.15 Jesus
proclains "As the Father knoweth nme, even so know | the Father:" Isa
40. 14 aptly describes Christ's onmmi science.



Wth whom took he counsel, and who instructed him and taught him
in the path of judgnent, and taught him knowl edge, and shewed to him
the way of understandi ng?

The answer is no one taught him He was already ommiscience, He is
CGod.

Omi pot ence
God has been given the attribute of omipotence. Paul affirns

that Christ according to Phil 3.21 is "able even to subdue all things
unto hinsel f." and thus has equal power with God. Jesus said in Mtt
28:18 "All power is given unto nme in heaven and in earth.”

Qmi pr esence
The scripture offers many occurrences where Christ deity is
confirmed by H's omi presence. One such occurrence is His having

been with Nathanael under a fig tree when H's physical body was in
anot her location. As deity the scriptures affirm many statenments of

hi s ommi presence. He has said he wll never |eave us, nor forsake
us. He said that where two or nore are gathered He will be in the
m dst . O all the assurances of His eternal presence Mtt 28:20
declares "I amw th you alway, even unto the end of the world."

Divine Imutability
No greater proof of Christ immutability exist than that which is
stated in Hebrews 13.8 "Jesus Christ the sane yesterday, and to day,

and for ever." Heb 7.24 states that "But this man, (Jesus) because
he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood." Par ent hesi s
added from Heb 7.22. Malachi's confirmation of Christ deity is "For
| amthe Lord, | change not;" WMal 3.6.

Et er nal

There can be no greater proof of Christ deity than that of the
multitude of clearly enunciated statenents which start with or stand
alone as "I AM' The Bible abounds with these words of God and words
of Jesus Christ. One such occurrence is found in John 8:58.

O hers
Chafer list other attributes to affirm Christ deity as "life
truth, holiness and love".? Hobbs adds two nore attributes to the
many already |isted. He adds "self-existent and inmmense".’ Strong

list a conmbination of those attributes sighted and list sonme as
others.* What is clear in the study of attributes as descriptive for
Christ deity is that man has no concept of all of God' s attributes
nor conpl ete know edge of His deity.

2Lewis Sperry Chafer, Chafer Systematic Theology, 2 Vols. (Dallas: Dallas Seminary Press,
1948), 1:211

3Herschel H. Hobbs, Fundamentals of Our Faith, (Tennessee: Broadman Press, 1960), 31-32.

4Augustus H. Strong, Systematic Theology, (New Jersey: Revell, 1970), 243-303.




PREROGATI VES

Forgive Sin
Christ's deity is supported in that he acted directly to

denonstrate his power to forgive sin. He had no difficulty wth
assum ng a prerogative that belongs to God. He was able to forgive
sin because He is Cod. One of Christ's confrontations with the

scribes was used by Hm to denonstrate Hi s authority over sickness
but was expressly used to assert his authority over sin.

But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to
forgive sins,...|l say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go
thy way into thine house. Mark 2.10-11.

Anot her such incident is found in the book of Luke. "He said unto
her, Thy sins are forgiven." Luke 7.48

Rai se the Dead
If Christ had not been raised fromthe dead, He could not raise
manki nd from the dead. Clearly, He is alive and has proclai med of
H mself that "I am the resurrection and the Life." He further
affirnms that "he that believeth in ne, though he were dead, yet shal
he live:" John 11.25.

Execut e Judgnent
O all the assertions of Christ's authority over judgment none

seens as strong as that which appears nost frequently in the
literature of systematic theol ogy. The scripture which clearly
defines Christ's judgnents is John 5.22. "For the Father judgeth no
man, but hath conmmtted all judgnment unto the Son:".

OBJECTI ONS
Any objection to Christ's deity rest first in the conflict as to
whether or not the Bible is without error and if it is the Wrd of
CGod. One who has had the spirit reveal to them that the Bible is
inerrant has no difficulty honoring Christ as deity.

CONCLUSI ONS

Wrship Gven
Havi ng cone to the conclusion that Jesus Christ is divine and in

Hmis the fullness of God, then we nust give to Hm all that is
rightfully due Hmas deity. W should do as He commands "That al
men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father." John
5.23. He has been worshiped by angels and nen and we should al
worship Hmas declared in Phil 2.10-11

That at the nane of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.




SELECTED BI BLI OGRAPHY

Canbron, Mark G, Bible Doctrines. G and Rapids: Zondervan Publi shing
House, 1954.

Chafer, Lews S., Major Bible Thenes. M chigan: Academ e, 1974.

Systematic Theology. 2 vols. Illinois: Victor Books, 1988.
Hobbs, Herschel H., Fundanentals of Qur Faith. Tennessee: Broadman
Press, 1960.
________ What Baptist Believe. Tennessee: Br oadman Press, 1964.
The Ryrie Study Bible. Illinois: Mody Press, 1976.

Strong, Augustus H., Systematic Theol ogy. New Jersey: Revell, 1970.

Thi essen, Henry C., Lectures in Systematic Theol ogy. M chi gan:
Eerdmans, 1979.




Ed Nichols a retired university administrator, is an author, teacher and pastor. Nichols holds two earned
doctorates. His degrees include a Doctor of Ministry from Luther Rice Seminary, Doctor of Philosophy
from Saint Louis University, Master of Education and Bachelor of Arts from University of Missouri at St.
Louis

Other writings;

Discipleship: An Evangelistic Approach.
The Decree of God.

The Deity of Christ.

Personality of the Holy Spirit.

The Ministry of Angels.

The Creation and Fall of Man.

The Dilemma of Sin.

Salvation and Security.

The Church.

End Times or Last Things.

Systematic Theology Synopses.

The Birth of Christ.

Church History AD 31 to AD 1517.
Church History AD 1517 to 20th Century.
Evangelism Then and Now.

Selected Methods of Expository Preaching.
Personal Evangelism.

How to Claim a Victorious Christian Life.
Church Staff Administration.

Brief Studies in the Old Testament.

The Old Man and Flesh.

The Return of Christ.

The Right Foundation.

Dispensational Perspective.

Biblical Inerrancy.

Evangelism Program: From Policy to Procedure.
Pastoral Placement Process.

A Study of Philippians.

A Pastor's Calendar.

The Sinless Christ.



